Bibliography of African-American Chicago Writers:
Overview

Chicago has been home and inspiration to an amazing array of African-American authors,
including:

Gwendolyn Brooks, poet. In 1950 she became the first African American woman to
win the Pulitzer Prize for poetry; in 1968 she became lllinois poet laureate. Her works
include A Street in Bronzeville (1945) and We Real Cool (1966).

St. Clair Drake and Horace Cayton, sociologists. Their classic study of the South
Side, Black Metropolis (1945), is one of the most comprehensive studies of an African
American urban enclave ever written.

Lorraine Hansberry, playwright. She grew up in Chicago. Hansberry is best known as
the author of Raisin in the Sun (1959), the first drama by an African-American woman
produced on Broadway. Her portrait of a single family portrays with remarkable
subtlety a complex range of attitudes within the black community.

Willard Motley, novelist. As a young man, visiting his mother in New York, he told her
of his aspiration to go to Europe and become an author. She told him to return to
Chicago: he could find material for his stories “in the city by the lake as well as Paris.”
He is the author of Knock on Any Door (1947) and We Fished All Night (1951), and a
contributor to the Chicago Defender.

Margaret Walker, a poet and novelist. Her works bridged the “Chicago Renaissance”
of the 1930s and 40s to the black arts movement of the 1960s. One of her best-known
works is the volume For My People (1942).

Theodore Ward, playwright. His best known work is the Federal Theater Project
drama Big White Fog (1938), about Marcus Garvey's ill-fated back-to-Africa movement.
Richard Wright, novelist. He was among the first authors to protest the treatment of
blacks by whites. His renowned novel Native Son (1940), set in Chicago, describes
what happens after a poor, black youth accidentally kills a white girl.

The bibliography on the following pages was prepared for the 2001 Chicago Humanities Festival: Words &
Pictures. The Chicago's Legendary South Side series were underwritten by the McCormick Tribune Foundation.
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Research and compilations done by Dr. B. J. Bolden, Marilyn Gilbert-Mitchell, M.A., and
Audrey Tolliver of the Gwendolyn Brooks Center for Black Literature and Creative Writing at

Chicago State University. Several name-only listings provided by Dr. James Hall of the
University of lllinois at Chicago.

Akalimaat, Abdul. /ntroduction to Afro-American Studies: A People College Primer. Chicago:
Twenty-First Century Books, 1986.

Ali, Muhammad, with Richard Durham. The Greatest, My Own Story. New York: Random
House, 1975.

Amini, Johari. Let’s Go Some Where. Chicago: Third World Press, 1970.
Attaway, William. Blood on the Forge. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, Doran & Co., 1941.

——— Hear America Singing. New York: Lion Press, 1967.

. Let Me Breathe Thunder. New York: Doubleday, Doran, 1939.

Barksdale, Richard and Kenneth Kinnamon, eds. Black Writers of America: A Comprehensive
Anthology. New York: MacMillan, 1972.

Barksdale, Richard. “Trends in Contemporary Poetry.” Phylon XIX (1958): 408-416.
Barnett, Ida Wells. See Wells, Ida B.

Bennett, Jr., Lerone. Before the Mayflower: A History of the Negro in America, 1619-1966. 3"
ed. Chicago: Johnson Publishing Co., 1966.

. The Challenge of Blackness. Chicago: Johnson Publishing Co., 1972.

. Forced into Glory: Abraham Lincoln’s White Dream. Chicago: Johnson Publishing
Co., 2000.

. Introduction to /nn the Shadow of the Great White Way: Images from the Black
Theatre. New York: Thunder’s Mouth Press, 1989.

. The Negro Mood and Other Essays. Chicago: Johnson Publishing Co., 1964.

. Pioneers in Protest. Chicago: Johnson Publishing Co., 1968.

. The Shaping of Black America. Chicago: Johnson Publishing Co., 1975.



——— Wade in the Water. Great Moments in Black History. Chicago: Johnson Publishing,
Co., 19709.

Black, Ford S. Black’s Blue Book: Directory of Chicago’s Active Colored People and Guide to
Their Activities. Chicago: Ford S. Black, 1921.

Blakely, Henry. Windy Place. Broadside Press, Detroit, 1974.

Blakely, Nora. Introduction to 7he Chicago Collective: Poems for and Inspired by Gwendolyn
Brooks. Longwood, FL: Christopherr-Burghardt, 1990.

Bland, Alden. Behold a Cry. New York: C. Scribner, 1947.

Bone, Robert. “Richard Wright and the Chicago Renaissance.” Callaloo 9.3 28 (1986): 446-
468.

Bonner, Marita. Frye Street & Environs: The Collected Works of Marita Bonner. Boston:
Beacon Press, 1987.

Bontemps, Arna. Introduction to The Autobiography of an Ex-Coloured Man, by James
Weldon Johnson. New York: Hill and Wang, 1960.

———. Black Thunder. New York: Macmillan, 1936.

—— Drums at Dusk: A Novel. New York: Macmillan, 1939.

——— God Sends Sunday. New York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1931.
——— “Negro Poets, Then and Now.” Phylon Xl (1950): 355-360.

————. The Old South. New York: Dodd, Mead, 1973.

——— and Jack Conroy. Anyplace but Here. A revised version of They Seek a City. New York:
Hill and Wang, 1966.

, and Jack Conroy. They Seek a City. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, Doran & Co., Inc.,
1945.

Boyd, Candy Dawson. Breadsticks and Blessing Places. New York: Macmillan, 198s. Published
as Forever Friends. New York: Puffin Books, 1986.

. Charlie Pippin. New York: Macmillan, 1987.

. Chevrolet Saturdays. New York: Macmillan, 1992.

Brooks, Gwendolyn. Annie Allen. New York: Harper & Brothers, 1949. Reprinted in Blacks.
Chicago: Third World Press, 1987.



. The Bean Eaters. New York: Harper & Brothers, 1960. Reprinted in Blacks. Chicago:
Third World Press, 1987.

. Blacks. Chicago: Third World Press, 1987.

. Bronzeville Boys and Girls. New York: Harper and Brothers, 1956.

. Jump Bad: A New Chicago Anthology. Detroit: Broadside Press, 1971.

——— Maud Martha. New York: Harper and Brothers, 1953. Reprinted in Blacks. Chicago:
Third World Press, 1987.

. Report from Part One. Detroit: Broadside Press, 1972.

. Report from Part Two. Chicago: Third World Press, 1996.

. A Street in Bronzeville. New York: Harper & Brothers, 1945. Reprinted in Blacks.
Chicago: Third World Press, 1987.

. The Tiger Who Wore White Gloves, or, What You Are You Are. Chicago: Third World
Press, 1974.

Brown, Cecil. Coming Up Down Home: A Memoir of a Southern Childhood. Hopewell, NJ:
Ecco Press, 1993.

. Days Without Weather. New York: Farrar Straus & Giroux, 1983.

. The Life and Loves of Mr. Jiveass Nigger: A Novel. New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux,
1969.

Brown, Frank London. The Myth Maker. Evanston: Path Press, 1969.

. Short Stories. Chicago: Frank London Brown Historical Association, 1965.

. Trumbull Park. Chicago: Regnery, 1959.

Brown, Jr., Oscar. Elegy for a Plain Black Boy. Columbia. 1962.

Burroughs, Margaret. Jasper the Drummin’ Boy. Chicago: Follett Publishing Co., 1970.
Carey, Archibald J., Sr. Papers. Chicago Historical Society, Chicago.

Cayton, Horace. Long Old Road. New York: Trident Press, 1965.

The Chicago Commission on Race Relations. The Negro in Chicago: A Study of Race Relations
and a Race Riot. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1922.



Colter, Cyrus. Night Studies: A Novelistic Investigation of Race Relations in America. Chicago:
Swallow Press, 1979.

. The Amoralists & Other Tales: Collected Stories. New York : Thunder's Mouth Press,
1988.

. The Beach Umbrella and Other Stories. Evanston: Northwestern University Press,
1996.

———. The River of Eros. Chicago: Swallow Press, 1972.

———. The Hippodrome. Chicago, Swallow Press, 1973.

———. A Chocolate Soldjer. New York: Thunder's Mouth Press, 1988.
——— City of Light. 1993. New York : Thunder's Mouth Press, 1993.
Conley, Cynthia. See Zenuba, Sister.

Conroy, Jack. See Bontemps, Arna.

Corrothers, James D. Black Cat Club: Negro Humor and Folklore. New York: Funk &
Wagnalls, 1902.

. In Spite of the Handjcap: An Autobiography. New York: George H. Doran Company,
1916.

Couch, William, ed. New Black Playwrights: An Anthology. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 1968.

Crump, Paul. Burn, Killer, Burn! Chicago: Johnson Publishing Co., 1962.

Danner, Margaret Esse. The Down of a Thistle: Selected Poems, Prose, and Songs. Waukesha,
WI: Country Beautiful, 1976.

and Dudley Randall. Poern Counterpoem. Detroit: Broadside Press, 1966.
Davis, Frank Marshall. Black Man'’s Verse. Chicago: Black Cat Press, 1935.
——— /am the American Negro. Chicago: Black Cat Press, 1937.

———. Through Sepia Eyes. Chicago: Black Cat Press, 1938.

——— 47" Street: Poems. Decker Press, 1948.

——— Awakening, and Other Poems. Chicago: Black Cat, 1978.



. Livin’ the Blues: Memoirs of a Black Journalist and Poet. Ed. John Edgar Tidwell.
Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1993.

Drake, St. Clair & Horace R. Cayton. Black Metropolis: A Studly of Negro Life in a Northern
City. New York: Harcourt, Brace, 1945.

Dunham, Katherine. Foreword to Black Dance: From 1619 to Today, by Lynne Fauley Emery.
Princeton, NJ: Princeton Book Co., 1988.

. Dances of Haiti. Los Angeles: Center for Afro-American Studies, University of
California, Los Angeles, 1983

. Island Possessed. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1969.

. Katherine Dunham’s Journey to Accompong. New York: Holt, 1946.

. A Touch of Innocence: Memoirs of Childhood. New York: Harcourt, Brace, 1959.

Durham, Richard. Richard Durham'’s Destination Freedom: scripts from radjo's Black legacy,
1948-50. New York: Praeger Publishers, 1989.

Edwards, Junius. /f We Must Die. Unkn: Urbanite Publishing Co., 1961.
Fair, Ronald. Hog Butcher. New York: Harcourt, Brace & World, 1966.
———. We Can’t Breathe. New York: Harper & Row, 1972.

—— World of Nothing: 2 Novellas. New York: Harper Collins, 1970.

Forrest, Leon. The Bloodworth Orphans. New York: Random House, 1977.

. Divine Days. Chicago: Another Chicago Press, 1992.

. The Furious Voice for Freedom. Unkn: Moyer Bell, 1992.

. Re-Creation (musical drama). 1978.

. There Is a Tree More Ancient than Eden. New York: Random House, 1973.

. Two Wings to Veil My Face. New York: Random House, 1984.

Frazier, E. Franklin. The Negro Family in Chicago. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press,
1932.

. “Chicago: A Cross-Section of Negro Life.” Opportunity 7, no. 3 (March 1929): 70-73.

Fuller, Hoyt W. Journey to Africa. Chicago: Third World Press, 1971.



. “The Black Aesthetic.” Unkn: Unkn, unkn.

Gilbert, Herman Cromwell. The Negotiations: A Novel of Tomorrow. Evanston: Path Press,
Inc., 1983.

———. Sharp Blades in Tender Grass: A Play. 1990.

———.The Uncertain Sound: A Novel. Evanston: Path Press, Inc., 1969.
Gilbert, Zack. “Black Mother of Soul.” Unkn: Unkn, 1969.

——— My Own Hallelujahs. Chicago: Third World Press, 1971.

———. The Purgatories of Berjamin Todd. Unkn: Unkn, unkn.

——— Up North Big City Streets. Chicago: Path Press, 1987.

Greenlee, Sam. Ammunition: Poetry and Other Raps. London: Bogle-L’ Overture Publications,
1975.

. Baghdad Blues. New York: Bantam Books, 1976.

. The Spook Who Sat by the Door. New York: Richard W. Baron, 1969.

Grossman, James. Land of Hope: Chicago, Black Southerners, and the Great Migration.
Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1989.

. Interview with Archibald ]. Carey, Jr. Chicago, April 27, 1979.

Hansberry, Lorraine Vivian. A Raisin in the Sun: A Drama in Three Acts. New York: Random
House, 1959.

. The Sign in Sidney Brustein’s Window: A Drama in Three Acts. New York: Random
House, 1964.

. To Be Young, Gifted, and Black. Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1969.

. Les Blancs: The Collected Last Plays of Lorraine Hansberry. Ed. Robert Nemiroff. New
York: Random House, 1972.

Harrison, Paul Carter. Ameri/cain Gothic. Chicago: Columbia College, 1980. New York:
Federal Theater, 198s.

. Anchorman. Chicago: Columbia College, 1982.

. “August Wilson's Blues Poetics.” In Three Plays by August Wilson. Pittsburgh:
University of Pittsburgh Press, 1994.



. Black Light: The African American Hero. New York: Thunder’'s Mouth Press, 1993.

. Chuck Stewart’s Jazz Files. Boston: Little, Brown, 198s.

and Gus Edwards, eds. Classic Plays from the Negro Ensemble Company. Pittsburgh:
University of Pittsburgh Press, 1995.

. Dialog van het verzet. Unkn: Bezige, 1966.

. The Drama of Nommo: Black Theater in the African Continuum. New York, Grove
Press, 1972.

. In the Shadow of the Great White Way: Images from the Black Theater. New York:
Thunder’'s Mouth Press, 1988.

. Introduction to Kuntu Drama: Plays of the African Continuum. New York: Grove
Press, 1974.

. Totem Voices: Plays from the Black World Repertory. New York: Grove Press, 1989.

. Voetnoten bij modern toneel. Unkn: Bezige, 1965.

lllinois Writers’ Project. “The Negro in Illinois.” Vivian Harsh Collection, Carter Woodson
Regional Library, Chicago.

Jackson, Angela. And All These Roads Be Luminous: Poems Selected and New. Evanston:
Northwestern University Press, 1997.

. Dark Legs and Silk Kisses: The Beatitudes of the Spinners. Evanston: Northwestern
University Press, 1993.

. The Greenville Club in Four Black Poets. Kansas City, MO: Bookmark Press, 1978.

. “Shango Diaspora: An African-American Myth of Womanhood and Love.” In The
Woman That | Am, ed. D. Soyini Madison. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1993.

. VooDoo / Love Magic. Chicago: Third World Press, 1974.

Hughes, Langston, and Arna Bontemps, eds. The Book of Negro Folklore. New York: Dodd,
Mead, 1951.

Jackson-Opoku, Sandra. Hot Johnny and the Women Who Loved Him. New York: One
World/Ballantine Books, 2001.

. The River Where Blood is Born. New York: One World/Ballantine Books, 1997.

Johnson, Alicia. “Our Days Are Numbered.” Detroit: Broadside Press, 1968.



Johnson, Fenton. A Little Dreaming. 1913. College Park, MD: McGrath, 1969.

———. Songs of the Soil. 1916. New York: AMS, 197s.

———. Tales of Darkest America. 1920. Freeport, NY: Books for Libraries Press, 1971.
— Visions of the Dusk. New York: Trachtenberg, 1915.

——— “War Profiles.” The Crisis16.2 (June 1918): 65.

Kent, George. Blackness and the Adventure of Western Culture. Chicago: Third World Press,
1972.

. A Life of Gwendolyn Brooks. Lexington, KY: University of Kentucky Press, 1990.

Larsen, Nella. Quicksand. Unkn: Unkn, 1928. Unkn: Greenwood Publishing Group, 1969.

. Passing. 1929. Unkn: Penguin USA, 1997. New York: Random House, 2000.

. An Intimation of Things Distant: The Collected Fiction of Nella Larsen. Unkn: Anchor,
1992.

Lee, Don L. See Madhubuti, Haki.

Madhubuti, Haki. Preface. Report From Part One. Detroit: Broadside Press, 1972.

. From Plan to Planet—Life Studies: The Need for Afrikan Minds and Institutions.
Detroit: Broadside Press, 1973.

—— Think Black. Detroit: Broadside Press, 1967.

————. Black Pride. Detroit: Broadside Press, 1967.

———. Dynamite Voices I: Black Poets for the 1960s. Detroit: Broadside Press, 1971.
———. Enemies: The Clash of Races. Chicago: Third World Press, 1978.

———. Earthquakes and Sunrise Missions: Poetry and Essays of Black Renewal, 1973-1983.
Chicago: Third World Press, 1984.

. Black Men: Obsolete, Single, Dangerous?: The African American Family in Transition.
Chicago: Third World Press, 1990.

. Claiming Earth: Race, Rage, Rape, Redemption. Chicago: Third World Press, 1994.

. Groundwork: New and Selected Poems 1966-1996. Chicago: Third World Press, 1996.



, ed. Say That the River Turns: The Impact of Gwendolyn Brooks. Chicago: Third World
Press, 1987.

Major, Clarence. Love Poems of a Black Man. Unkn: Coercion, 1965.

——— Human Juices. Unkn: Coercion, 1966.

——. The Cotton Club. Detroit: Broadside Press, 1972.

———. Surfaces and Masks. Minneapolis: Coffee House Press, 1987.

———. Trips: A Memoir. Minneapolis: Coffee House Press, 2001.

——— Afterthoughts: Essays and Criticism. Minneapolis: Coffee House Press, 2000.
——— All-Night Visitors. Unkn: Olympia, 1969. Boston: Northeastern University Press 1998.

———. Configurations: New & Selected Poems 1958-1998. Unkn: Copper Canyon Press,
1999.

. Dirty Bird Blues, San Francisco: Mercury House, Inc., 1996.

. The Garden Thrives: Twentieth Century African-American Poetry, ed. New York:
Harper Collins, 1996.

. Juba to Jive: A Dictionary of African-American Slang, New York: Viking, 1994.

. Calling the Wind: Twentieth Century African-American Short Stories, ed., New York:
Harper Collins, 1993.

Mootry, Maria K. and Gary Smith, eds. A Life Distilled: Gwendolyn Brooks, Her Poetry and
Fiction. Urbana: Universityof lllinois Press, 1987.

Motley, Willard. Knock on Any Door. New York: D. Appleton-Century, 1947.
——— We Fished All Night. 1951. Unkn: AMS Press, 1974.

Perkins, Useni Eugene, ed. Black Expressions: An Anthology of New Black Poets. Unkn:
YMCA, 1967.

———. Cry of the Black Ghetto (one-act). Chicago, 1970.
———. West Wall. Chicago: Free Black Press, 1969.
———. Silhouette. Chicago: Free Black Press, 1970.

———. Black is Beautiful. Chicago: Free Black Press, 1968.



. Black Is So Beautiful (one-act). Chicago, 1970.

. Pride of Race (play). Chicago, 1984.

, d. Poetry of Prison: Poems by Black Prisoners. Chicago: DuSable Museum of African
American History, 1972.

, ed. Dark Meditations: A Collection of Poems. Chicago: Free Black Press, 1971.

——— When You Grow Up: Poems for Children. Unkn: unkn, 1982.

. Explosion of Chicago’s Black Street Gangs. 1900 to the Present. Chicago: Third World
Press, 1987.

. The Afrocentric Self Inventory and Discovery Workbook. Chicago: Third World Press
1991.

———. Home Is a Dirty Street. Chicago: Third World Press, 1991.

———. Black Fairy and Other Plays for Children. Chicago: Third World Press, 1993.
——— Kamaul and Malika (a play). Chicago, 2001.

———. Midnight Blues in the Afternoon and Other Poems. U1984.

Plumpp, Sterling. Blues: The Story Always Untold. Unkn: Unkn, unkn.

———. Johannesburg and Other Poems. Unkn. Chicago: Another Chicago Press, 1993.
———. Ornate With Smoke. Chicago: Third World Press, 1998.

—— Blues Narratives. Chicago: Tia Chucha Press, 1999.

———. Hornman. Chicago: Third World Press, 1996.

——— Black Rituals. Chicago: Third World Press, 1987.
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New Jersey, Rowan & Littlefield, 2000.

. Black Power: Gary Style: The Marking of Mayor Richard Gordon Hatcher. Chicago:
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. Role of Sports in Youth Development. Unkn: Dane Publishing, 1996.

Randall, Dudley, and Margaret Burroughs, eds. For Malcolm: Poems on the Life and Death of
Malcolm X. Detroit: Broadside Press, 1969



Redmond, Eugene B. “A Long Way From Home.” Drumvoices: A Critical History. New York:
Anchor, 1976.

, ed. Sides of the River: A Mini-Anthology of Black Writings. Unkn: Bethany Press,
1969.

, ed. Knees of a Natural Man: The Selected Poetry of Henry Dumas. New York:
Thunder’'s Mouth Press, 1989.

. Kwanzaa: A Ritual in 7 Movements (play). Sacramento, 1973.

. There's a Wiretap in My Soup (play). Sacramento, 1974.

. The Eye in the Ceiling: Selected Poems. New York: Writers and Readers Publishing,
Inc., 1991.
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———. River of Bones and Flesh and Blood. East St. Louis, IL: Black River Writers, 1971.
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. The Still Voice of Harlem. London: Paul Breman Publishers, 1972.

Rodgers, Carolyn. Paper Soul. Chicago: Third World Press, 1968.
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——— 2 Love Raps. Chicago: Third World Press, 1969.

———. For H. W. Fuller. Detroit: Broadside Press, 1970.

——— Now Ain’t That Love? Detroit: Broadside Press, 1970.
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———. How | Got Ovah: New and Selected Poems. New York: Doubleday/Anchor, 1978.

Saunders, Doris. Kenned)y Years and the Negro. Chicago: Johnson Publishing Co., 1971.
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. The Ebony Handbook. Unkn: Unkn, unkn.
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Sinclair, April. Coffee Will Make You Black. New York: Avon Books, 1994.
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Thompson, Era Bell. American Daughter. Chicago: Universityof Chicago Press, 1946.

. Africa: Land of My Fathers. New York: Doubleday, 1954.

Travis, Dempsey. The Victory Monument: The Beacon of Chicago’s Bronzeville. Chicago:
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Press, Inc., 1995.
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Graham. Unkn: Feminist Press, 1990.

———. How | Wrote Jubilee. Chicago: Third World Press, 1972.
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